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Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Title:  “The Encounter” 
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Date:  January 2, 2011 
Title:  “The Encounter” 
Text:  Ruth 2:1-16 
Theme: God orders providence/life in the fulfilling of His promises.  
 
Introduction:  
We sit at the front end of a new year.  Much of what happened in the past will cling to us in 
the present.  Some will be dismissed with little regard, but all of it will move us closer to the 
full and final disclosure of His Story. 
 
We will resolve to do better so as not to live with regret.  We will struggle as we seek to learn 
from the past, live in the present and look to the future.  New life will spring forth and some, 
quite unexpectedly, will pass from this life and into the next.  What are we to do, how are we 
to live, does the Bible speak to our current life with all of its complexity and simplicity?  I 
believe so and our current passage does justice to the front end of a new year. 
 
“There is scarcely any chapter in all the sacred history that stoops so low as this to take cognizance of so 
mean a person as Ruth, a poor Moabitish widow, so mean an action as her gleaning corn in a neighbor's 
field, and the minute circumstances thereof. But all this was in order to her being grafted into the line of 

Christ and taken in among his ancestors.”  (Matthew Henry on Ruth 2:1) 
 
The significance of the next verse unfolds as if incidental or without considerable implication, 
yet on it hinges the entire Story: “Now Naomi had a kinsman of her husband, a man of great 
wealth, of the family of Elimelech, whose name was Boaz.”  Verse two, like verse one, almost 
appears minor, it is earthy and driven by base need, “We’re hungry and I need to find work.”  
Almost grudgingly, Ruth receives Naomi’s permission.  We have already “tasted” Ruth’s deep 
commitment to Naomi, and beyond her to Naomi’s professed faith.  Here she willingly serves 
Naomi by working in the fields. 
 
Ruth leaves and “she happened to come to the portion of the field belonging to Boaz, who was 
of the family of Elimelech.”  She just happened?  Whoever crafted this narrative pushes us to 
our seat’s edge.  Again, it must be remembered that if we were reading this story for the first 
time we would not know the significance of any of these initial statements. 
 
How and why she ends up in the fields of Boaz is not answered for us.  Perhaps she asks or 
even still in the outworking of God’s purpose He leads her to the exact field in which He 
desires for her to labor.  Oh how encouraged we are when we begin to realize that God wrote 
us into His Story.  Nothing is incidental.  Everything has purpose. 
 
The introduction of Boaz is marked by notable piety (v. 4).  The exchanges between the 
“master of the fields” and those who labor for him are marked by goodness and warmth.  Such 
an exchange speaks of his character and manner of addressing his “employees”.  There is 
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something more existing between the two parties that transcends station and status.  Boaz’s 
knowledge of those who work for him is such that he sees something or rather someone 
different (v. 5).  The foreman’s response speaks of Ruth’s remarkable history and her present 
industry (vv. 6, 7).  His communication is marked by genuine warmth and reception (vv. 8, 9).  
Ruth is sincerely startled at his generosity (v. 10). 
 
Ruth presses for an answer and Boaz explains (vv. 11, 12).  Again Boaz expresses deep 
character and marked kindness.  He notes her level of sacrifice and devotion to her mother-in-
law and then he extends a significant blessing.  In the blessing Ruth’s own faith becomes 
apparent and prominent (“May you be richly rewarded by the LORD, the God of Israel, under 
whose wings you have come to take refuge”).  She is clearly a woman of faith.  Ruth is truly 
taken back (v. 13). 
 
The Story appears to take on remarkable romantic overtures.  He invites Ruth to sit with him, 
dip her bread in the wine vinegar and partake of his roasted grain (v. 14).  Something is 
happening, even if we are unable to appreciate the full implications of it.  In addition to this 
public display, he speaks privately to his men to insure she gets enough grain for her and her 
mother-in-law AND he does not wish for her to know of his kindness.  
 
All of this is truly wonderful, but it is still only a shadow.  There is something else happening 
and we must wait for the fuller disclosure.  Yet, what can we learn from such things? 
 
Outline: 
 
I will approach our study from two different angels.  First, what this text means in The Story.  
Second, from the narrative/story I would like us to consider some very practical observations. 
 
I’ve labeled the theological truths contained within the story as “moorings”.  I say this in 
contrast to an anchor.  An anchor is what you throw done when you are adrift and desire some 
stability.  You determine where the anchor is to be dropped.  A mooring is different.  A 
mooring is constant and unmoving.  It is always where it says it will be.  In life, these are the 
truths you attach your boat to in order to stay stable and keep from drifting.  There are four 
within our story. 
 
I. Theological Moorings 
 

A. First, God is always working either openly or behind the scene, but He is always 
working.  No aspect of life falls outside of His attention.   

 
“When [Because] God is in control, the ‘chances’ of the Christian become God’s special 
choices.”  (Leon Wood, Distressing Days of the Judges [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975], 259). 
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Write out your “story” and place it in the Scripture.  It is just as vital and real as are those 
verses we currently read. 
 

B. Second, there is nothing mundane as to where we “work” or what we “do”.  God 
has you exactly where He wants you.    

 
Place your current employment in the story.  Whether you are Boaz or Ruth or Naomi or one 
of the numerous and unnamed workers in the field, you are important to The Story.  
 

C. Third, God’s kindness comes to us through many venues and often they go 
unnoticed.  God will protect us from our enemies and provide for our needs (vv. 
9, 12, 14). 

 
Although we are often faced with evil and come to harm, what we do experience is trifling 
compared to what might have happened apart from His watch-care.   
 

D. Fourth, as individuals we are fulfilling God’s Story.  There is tremendous 
comfort knowing that he is watching out for us. 

 
I often marvel how we make “celebrities” out of our Christian workers.  I find it intriguing.  
Whether this is right or wrong is not for me to judge, but I do know this: for every one 
“celebrity” there are 100’s of thousands of unsung and unknown people who faithfully get up 
and live their lives. 
 
Learn to be who you are.  Do not try to live the life of someone or something else.  This will 
only lead to your unrest. 
 
II. Practical observations 
 
I do not desire to make what is narrative into something that is normative.  However, I would 
like to make several observations from this narrative that I believe will prove helpful.  I am 
speaking to me as much as you in all of this.  Let us not forget how all of these practical 
observations are set in the context of the dark days of the Judges. 
 

A. Do not begrudge the wealthy their wealth (v. 1). 
 
The story opens with a simple statement concerning the great wealth of Boaz.  He acquired his 
great wealth through hard work and wise investments.  It was not without great risk and 
sacrifice.  When God rules your heart, there is no need to redistribute wealth.  The wealthy will 
prove generous.  We will note this in just a moment. 
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Boaz is described as “a mighty man of substance, socially, materially, and morally, but 
originally related to military service also (see on Judges 6:12).”  (John Gray, Joshua, Judges and 
Ruth, NCB [Greenwood, S.C.: The Attic Press, Inc., 1967], 307).  Boaz was a prominent figure.  
He carried himself well.  
 
His opinion toward his wealth is contrasted with that of the kinsman-redeemer who was 
actual closer to the situation in 4:6.  Both were wealthy men, but only one controlled his wealth 
whereas the other was controlled by his wealth. 
 
 

B. If you find yourself hungry, work (v. 2). 
 
“The translation here given is meant to suggest that Ruth, having taken stock of the general 
situation, states her determination to set about meeting it.”  (Edward F. Campbell, Jr., Ruth: A 
New Translation with Introduction and Commentary, The Anchor Bible [Garden City, New York: 
Doubleday & Co., Inc., 1975], 91, 92). 
 
Because we are so removed from the ground from which our food comes, the old adage is no 
longer true, “If you do not work, you do not eat.”  Now there is so much entitlement 
programming that one might never lift there hands as to secure their food.  Friend, get out 
there and work.   
 
There was a “welfare system” in play in Ancient Israel and it required the needy to go out and 
get the food.  It was not brought to them, they had to get it.  This right was a convention of 
poor-relief provided for in Deuteronomy 24:19ff; Lev. 19:9ff; 23:22ff.   
 

19 “When you reap your harvest in your field and have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you 
shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow, in 
order that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When 
you beat your olive tree, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the alien, 
for the orphan, and for the widow. 21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you 
shall not go over it again; it shall be for the alien, for the orphan, and for the widow. 22 

You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I am 
commanding you to do this thing” (Deut 24:19-22). 

 
So if you find yourself in need, go work. 
 

C. Believe/trust in the providence of God (v. 3). 
 
This entire story shows the overarching direction of God.  Believe this is equally true for you 
and your family. 
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D. Be kind and gracious toward those who work with or for you (v. 4). 
 
“Kindness is one of the fine virtues, basic to and characteristic of true Christianity.”  (Leon 
Wood, Distressing Days of the Judges [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975], 260). 
 
Treat others in the same manner you wish to be treated.  Greet people with pleasantry and 
stop being a grouch.   
 

E. When you work, work hard (v. 7). 
 
The text speaks of her coming at first light and working without pause until that moment. 
 
Do not be lazy.  Technology is making our lives easier, but it is also making us lazier.  We are a 
people crippled by convenience and comfort.   
 
Consider the concept of retirement and the backlash in Greece.  Greece's government intends 
to raise the national pension age and ban early retirement as it tries to tackle its huge budget 
deficit.  The socialist government said it wanted to increase the average retirement age from 61 
to 63 by 2015.  
 
According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the average retirement age in America is 62, and the 
average length of retirement is 18 years.  Friends, we must reevaluate our concept of 
retirement.   
 

F. Guard your personal integrity/witness for it is known by others (v. 11). 
 
Friends, no matter how secretive you think you live your life, people are watching.  People 
know who you are.  Guard your personal integrity/witness. 
 

1. She was noted as a person of industry (v. 7). 
2. She was noted as a person of humility (v. 10). 
3. She was noted as a person of sacrifice (v. 11). 
4. She was noted as a person of faith (v. 12). 

 
“Though ‘wings’ is a possible translation, ‘skirts’ is better, an anthropomorphism which 
reflects the spreading of the skirts of one’s mantle over a person as a guarantee of protection 
and, in the case of an unattached female, of marriage (so 3:9).”  (John Gray, Joshua, Judges and 
Ruth, NCB [Greenwood, S.C.: The Attic Press, Inc., 1967], 308).   
 

5. She was noted as a person of grace (v. 13). 
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“Beside this, she showed her gracious spirit by the manner in which she responded to Boaz 
when he came to her and spoke kindly.  She declared that she was not worthy to be classed 
among the maidens who worked regularly for him (Ruth 2:13).”  (Leon Wood, Distressing Days 
of the Judges [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1975], 259). 
 

G. If you are a person of wealth, be generous (vv. 14-16). 
 
No matter who you are, you can afford to give.  Learn to be generous with what God has given 
you.  You and I are not more or less than stewards of His wealth.  So here we sit at the end of 
one opportunity and the beginning of another.  My desire is to experience His rest by knowing 
who He is and who I am in Him.  May this year find us ever closer to His imminent coming.  
May His Kingdom come and His will be done on earth even as it is in Heaven. 
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Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Do not envy or desire what others possess.   
2. If you find yourself hungry, work (v. 2). 
3. Believe/trust in the providence of God (v. 3). 
4. Learn to work hard and teach others to do the same (v. 7). 
5. Guard your personal integrity/witness for it is known by others (v. 11). 
6. Be generous (vv. 14-16). 
 
 
 


